


~ CONTINUING EXHIBITS 


) ace Traders and Indian Merchants 1785-1865. An exhibit 
: a the relations established through trade 
between the United States and India. 

aac ee Tagless Selections from the African Collection. 
_ Sculpture, masks and personal and domestic objects 
Bene the vitality of African artistry and craftsmanship. 

Chinese Export Art: Highlights of a Private Collection. 
ed So Pea and precious objects drawn from 
a personal assemblage. 
Pine an Mantel Birds. An exhibit featuring some of New 
. es ae wildfowl carvings including decoys, 
miniatures and mantel birds. 
suit fae of Salem: Merchants, Captains and Ships. Marine 
ad eX geev Lee ship models and artifacts of the golden 
age of the port. 

Bo caatte and Diversity: Stephen Clarendon Phillips, 
Sodas Biographical documents from the Maritime 
Processing eco a7 in the Phillips Library. 










































See is published Ce by the Peabody Museum of Salem, East India Square, Salem MA 01970 
E Editor: Bryn Evans 
Oe ae Assistant Editor: Sara Shaughnessy 
oe Art Director: Frederick MacDougall Johnson 
oe a al , Designer: Anna L. Geraghty 
aves ye Assistant Designer: Toshi Miyamura 
Photographers: Markham Sexton, John Koza 


iM Tey rae oe Ta Okey, Wenn _ ©1988, Peabody Museum of Salem, Salem, Massachusetts 










| | 





wo Foo dogs, formerly at the China 

Trade Museum, arrived for installation 
December 14. 

The dogs, traditional Chinese guardian 
symbols, graced the gates of Russell & Co, 
Shanghai, in the 1850s. 

As movers pushed and pulled the 3500 
pound figures into their new home in the 
wing’s atrium, news from Washington 
heralded a “last push” of another kind. 
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MUSEUM RECEIVES 


“4 NEH GRANT 


() n December 15, Sixth District Con- 
gressman Nicholas Mavroules met 
Museum President Richard Wheatland II to 
confirm that the Peabody has been awarded 
a $450,000 challenge grant from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities (NEH). The 
challenge grant, the second the Museum 
has received, is in support of the final 
phases of the Museum's $12.6 million capital 
campaign for the construction and endow- 
ment of the Asian Export Art Wing. The 
award came on the heels of the Museum's 
announcement that the much awaited 
public opening of the wing will take place 
May 14, 1988. A members’ day and a variety 





of gala events will take place in the days 
before the public opening. 

The grant is the first ever given by NEH 
to support work in the rapidly evolving field 
of Asian Export Art, and is among the four 
largest challenge grants given to U.S. 
museums this year. This year was highly 
competitive — 1987 will be the last year of 
the challenge grant program — and the 
award to the Peabody Museum of Salem is 
thus considered a reflection of the impor- 
tance NEH places on the project and its 
subject. According to NEH requirements, 
the grant must be matched on a four to one 
basis. 


Congressman Mavroules says, “The 
award represents an enormous tribute to 
the Peabody Museum and to the museum 
staff. | am honored to be involved with this 
effort and | commend the museum for the 
valuable contribution it makes to our area.” 

“It is especially gratifying to receive 
such a generous grant from the NEH as we 
approach the critical last stages of the Asian 
Export Art Wing project,” says Mr. Wheat- 
land. “When combined with our fundraising 
efforts, the grant will help to insure that all 
aspects of the project and the public pro- 
grams related to it meet the highest stan- 
dards of quality. It gives us a special boost, 


Sixth District Congressman 
Nicholas Mavroules (I.) 
views progress on the 
Asian Export Art 

Wing with Museum 
President Richard 
Wheatland II. 


moreover, to know that our groundbreaking 
efforts in the area of Asian Export Art are 
supported at the national level.” 

Director Peter Fetchko comments that 
“the Peabody Museum of Salem will appeal 
to the broadest cross-section of past and 
potential new supporters in its effort to raise 
the $1.8 million required to match this 
extraordinary grant. We hope our local and 
regional friends — from individual museum- 
goers to the largest corporate sponsors of 
the arts — will respond similarly and help 
bring this landmark project to fruition.” 
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RISE TO THE CHALLENGE! 
Help us bring home the 


New Voyage Out. 


useum trustees and staff rejoiced last 

December when the National Endow- 
ment for the Humanities (NEH) announced 
the award of a $450,000 challenge grant to 
the Museum, reported above. 

It is a challenge in the finest sense of 
the word — a challenge to the Museum, to 
its community and to its many supporters. 
The central provision of second-time NEH 
challenge grants is that recipients must raise 
four times the amount offered, from new 
giving sources or from increased contribu- 
tions by existing donors. 

Your contribution now, to the campaign 
for the Peabody Museum of Salem, is worth 
20 percent more to us. 

In this — or any — capital campaign, 
there comes amoment when the doors and 
windows are flung wide open to gain public 
support to meet the toughest challenge — 
raising the last 20 percent of the goal. For 
the Peabody Museum of Salem, the moment 
is now. As the Register goes to press we 
have achieved $10 million in gifts and 
pledges. We have $2.6 million still to raise. 
To get us there we rely on you to rise to the 
challenge, and the promise, of the NEH 
Challenge grant. 

Today the Museum is faced with an 
historic opportunity. The merger with the 
China Trade Museum has given us a new 
department of Asian Export Art and an 
important addition to our facility. By address- 
ing an important part of our nation’s history, 
the Asian Export Art Wing contributes 
significantly to the international prestige of 
the Museum. Thus you, our supporters, are 
also faced with an historic opportunity. Your 
support at this important moment contrib- 
utes directly to the Museum’s eminence in 
its fields of endeavor. 


As a cultural institution of world re- 
nown, the Peabody Museum is also the 
preeminent cultural institution on the North 
Shore, a region proud of the richness and 
variety of its resources in the arts, 
humanities and sciences. Support of the 
Museum at this historic moment represents 
a commitment to that value we can justifi- 
ably call “the quality of life.” With the new 
wing opened, the Museum’s interpretive 
message can speak eloquently to the era 
when trade under sail formed and fostered 
the growth of a small nation into a world 
power, an era when Salem played a major 
role in the fortunes of the young United 
States. It is a positive and assertive portrait 
of Salem's history, a distinguished heritage 
that deserves attention and understanding. 

“Apart from the ballot box,” writes 
author George G. Kirstein, “philanthropy 
presents the one opportunity the individual 
has to express a meaningful choice over the 
direction in which our society will progress.” 
Your support of the campaign for the 
Peabody Museum is just such a choice. 

If you have already contributed to the 
capital campaign, we know that you share 
our pride in what we have accomplished to 
date. Please remember, we must raise $1.8 
million in order to receive that award, the 
last of its kind ever to be available. Don’t let 
us come up short! Now, more than ever, it 


is time to share the word with family, friends, 
professional. colleagues. Encourage them to 
give, to rise to the challenge — they won't 
be disappointed. 

It is an election year, a time of many 
choices. Vote for excellence — throw your 
Support behind the Peabody Museum of 
Salem. 

Please direct all inquiries to: M. Mildred 
Farrell, Director of Development. 


Apart from the ballot box, 
philanthropy presents the one 
opportunity the individual has 

to express a choice of the 
direction in-which our society 
will progress. 
— George G. Kirstein. 
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44°T" he near completion of the new Asian 

Export Art Wing is exciting news for 
all those who have contributed so much of 
their time, efforts and resources to its 
construction. As one who, for the past 14 
years, has been deeply involved in today’s 
U.S.-China trade, | look forward with keen 
anticipation to the opening of this great 
collection. 

For those of us who have been engaged 
in business with the countries of Asia and 
the Pacific, the collection will provide rich 
cultural and historic resources on which we 
can draw for a better understanding of 
peoples with whom we enjoy such extensive 
economic and political ties. And for people 
everywhere, this facility will serve as the 
intellectual center of an area of the decora- 
tive arts which is still being explored. It is no 
exaggeration to say that the merger of these 
two important collections under one roof 
brings together the world’s most representa- 
tive collection of Asian export decorative art. 

It is for these reasons, and many others 
as well, that the capital campaign in support 
of this facility merits the particular attention 
of every member and friend of the Peabody 
Museum of Salem. The building — and the 
campaign — have made praiseworthy 
progress. It is my hope that all who love this 
collection as | do, and all who share my 
expectations for its future, will make — or 


AMBASSADOR 
CHRISTOPHER F. PEIWNEEIIEs 


Comments on Wing 


increase — their commitments in these final 
stages. The end of the campaign will be 
itself a beginning: the opening of a promis- 
ing future for the Peabody Museum of 
Salem.” 


Christopher H. Phillips, a trustee of the 
former China Trade Museum, has been a 
firm friend and supporter of the Peabody 
Museum of Salem. Ambassador Phillips was 
President of the National Council for U.S.- 
China Trade from 1973 until 1986. He has 
been a member of National Council Board 
delegations to the People’s Republic of 
China on six occasions and has altogether 
made 21 trips to China. From 1969 to 1973 
Ambassador Phillips served as the Deputy 
Permanent Representative of the United 
States to the United Nations. He has had a 
distinguished career in foreign service and 
international business, and the Museum ts 
honored by his support. 

In recent years Ambassador Phillips has 
facilitated contacts between the government 
of the PRC and the Museum. He was instru- 
mental in arranging the visit of Ambassador 
Han Xu of the PRC to the Museum in 
November, 1986. More recently he helped 
the Museum acquire its two Yingde stones 
from the People’s Government of 
Guangdong Province. 
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A LETTER FROM OSAKA 


John Grimes, Associate Curator of Ethnology, will return this spring 
from a six month stay in Osaka on a fellowship underwritten by the 
Asian Cultural Council. The objectives of this extended scholarly 
visit to Japan, the longest made by a Museum staff member since 
the 1880s, were reported in the November-December Register. The 
following are John Grimes’ first reflections on his journey. 


W: arrived in Japan at night. Although 
tired from a long flight, we were 


thankful that the journey no longer involved 
the several week odyssey by train and steam- 
ship which Edward S. Morse endured a cen- 
tury ago. We were warmly received by Pro- 
fessor Takeshi Moriya of the National 
Ethnological Museum. 

Our apartment is located on the 
Toyonaka campus of the University of 
Osaka, only a short drive from the airport. 
Months of excited anticipation at the oppor- 
tunity to study traditional Japanese culture 
was somewhat mitigated by my first views of 
Osaka. By night it seemed to be an endless 
sea of lights from skyscrapers, clogged traf- 
fic arteries and pulsing multistoried neon 
billboards. 

Over the ensuing weeks a more familiar 
Japan has begun to reveal itself here and 
there. In market areas, wedged into the 
modern urban landscape, are scenes which 
differ little from those of Morse’s sketch- 
books, or the hand tinted magic lantern 
slides of the turn of the century. Some time 
worn shops still display the traditional 
wooden shop signs, kanban, and offer an 
amazing variety of wares: from brushes and 
combs to kimono, Buddhist rosaries and lac- 
querware. 

In rural areas some ancient thatched 
farmhouses persist, set amidst rice paddies, 
vegetable gardens and scarecrows. In 
Shirakawa village, at the foot of the Japan 
Alps, | had the opportunity to spend the 
night in a 200 year old farmhouse. Like many 


other such houses it is now a family oper- 
ated inn. Such experiences have given me a 
better appreciation of the everyday life of 
Japan in the last century, as well as a 
heightened awareness of the significance of 
the Museum’s Morse Collection. 

Long the keepers of elite traditions of 
the past — the tea ceremony, theater, callig- 
raphy and painting — the Japanese are 
becoming more concerned with the preser- 
vation of amore humble heritage: the tradi- 
tional lifeways of the common farmer, 
townsman and craftsman. Scores of 
museums are now largely dedicated to the 
everyday tools, clothing, crafts and 
folksongs of the past. A number of them in- 
clude old houses, restored as closely as pos- 
sible to their original appearance. At the Na- 
tional Ethnological Museum, space age 
technology records craft and song on tape 
and laser disc. 

This is not the Japan that Morse knew. 
Everywhere, contemporary techno-culture 
is juxtaposed with more traditional ele- 
ments. Technology has irrevocably altered 
the cultural landscape of Japan and forever 
changed its people’s ways of life and at- 
titudes. Morse realized that such a change 
was the inevitable consequence of Japan’s 
modernization. He would be fascinated with 
the changes that have taken place, as am I. 
He would be particularly pleased that with 
the changes has come a corresponding con- 
cern for preserving some of the richness of 
“day by day” Japan in the past. 
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VOLUNTEER DAY APRIL 20 
National Volunteer Week 


E very year, cultural, health and service 
organizations nationwide observe 
National Volunteer Week to honor those 
who contribute to their communities 
through volunteer service. During this 
year’s observance, April 17-23, four Salem 
museums are Cosponsoring a special pro- 
gram, to be held April 20, 1:30 p.m., at the 
House of Seven Gables. 

This year’s speaker will be Elaine Dow 
of Topsfield, whose topic will be “The Four 
Museum Gardens.” Mrs. Dow and her 
husband, Bob will be in period costume for 
the program. The Dows are well known 
throughout New England for their many 
original programs on Colonial life. They 
researched, planned and oversaw installa- 
tion of the 17th century herb garden at the 






Parson Capen House in Topsfield. Elaine 
Dow was one of the two people responsible 
for the period garden at the Museum of Fine 
Arts exhibit New England Begins: The 
Seventeenth Century. She speaks to garden 
clubs on such subjects as Puritan herbs, the 
drying of roadside weeds and the flower 
arrangements of Williamsburg. She is the 
author of Simples and Worts, Herbs of the 
American Puritans and Christmas, A 
Potpourri. 

As in past years, there will be free 
admission all day for volunteers to each of 
the four Salem museums: the Essex Insti- 
tute, the House of the Seven Gables, The 
Peabody Museum and Salem Maritime 
National Historic Site. 


Museum volunteers and 
Natural History staff par- 
ucipating in the North Shore Coastal Monitoring Pro- 
gram by observing Salem Harbor birdlife. Left to right: 
Jackson Parker, Honorary Curator of waterfowl decoys; 
Natural History Emerita Sarah P. Ingalls and Curator 
Rob Moir; volunteers Lawri Sager and Susan Murcott. 


MARCH CALENDAR 


thu iB 


Meeting 
TSCA (Traditional Small Craft Association), 7:30 
p.m., Education Room. No charge. Use Liberty 
Street entrance. 


Sat 5 


Family Program 
Doll’s Day Celebration. Experience this tradi- 
tional Japanese holiday by viewing the 
Museums collection of ceremonial dolls and 
traditional clothing. Hear a folk tale and accom- 
pany Museum Educator Doris Mahaney on a 
tour of the Japanese gallery. Bring your own 
favorite doll for our annual doll contest. Prizes 
will be awarded for the most beautiful, most 
unusual, best foreign and best loved dolls. 
10:30 a.m., Education Room. $1.50 per person. 
Prior registration required by February 26. Send 
payment c/o Education Department. 


sun 6 


Family Concert 
Li-Min Mo. Come and enjoy storyteller Li-Min 
Mo as she brings to life the world of ancient 
Chinese folk tales. 3 p.m., East India Marine 
Hall. No charge above Museum admission, 
members free. 


tue 8 


Gallery Talk 
Weld Hall: A New Look. Jack Thayer, Research 
Fellow in Japanese Arts and Crafts, gives an 
inside look at the reinstalled objects of the 
Morse Collection in a refurbished Weld Hall. 
11 a.m. No charge above Museum admission, 
members free. 


‘The Shop at the 
PEABODY ‘ 


-MUSEUM 
of SALEM 


ANNUAL SALE 
MARCH 4-5-6 


SSUES 


25% and more off 
selected 
merchandise 
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Lecture Series 
The Port of Salem. Explore Salem’s maritime past 
with three special lectures. 
March 9 — “The Early Impact of the Port of 


Salem on the Community” 
Dr. Theodore S. Pikora, Professor, Department of 
Geography, Salem State College. 


March 16 — “Salem Shipwrecks” 
Dr. Paul Johnston, Curator of Maritime History, 
Peabody Museum. 


March 23 — “The Derby Family” 


David Goss, Museum Director, House of the Seven 
Gables. 


2 p.m., Education Room. Individual lectures: 
members $4, non-members $5. Series: mem- 
bers $10, non-members $13. Prior registration 
required by March 4. Send payment c/o Educa- 
tion Department. 


thu 10 


Special Event 
Northern Light’s Arctic-Antarctic Voyage. Back 
by popular demand, Rolf Bjelke and Deborah 
Shapiro present a multi-media presentation 
tracing their epic voyage aboard Northern Light 
to both ends of the earth. 8 p.m., East India 
Marine Hall. Advance reservations only. Mem- 
bers $5, non-members $8. Call 745-1876 for 
information and reservations. Send payment 
c/o Admissions Department. 


Sat 7? 


Walk 
Early Bird Owl Prowl. Join Natural History 
Curator Rob Moir, Jim McDougall of Essex 
Greenbelt and owler Jim Berry for a predawn 
look at Salem’s and Marblehead’s owls. Screech, 
saw-whet, great horned and other owls are 
most active and easiest to find at this time of day. 
Meet at the Peabody Museum staff parking lot at 
4a.m.and dress warmly. Rain date March 19. No 
charge. 


mon 14 


FeGiuiie 
Perspectives of Massachusetts Ornithology. 
Bradford Blodget, State Ornithologist for the 
Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife, 
presents thoughts and trends in ornithology. 
Co-sponsored by the Essex County Ornithologi- 
cal Club. 7:30 p.m., Education Room. No 
charge. 


thu ih 


Speaker of the Month 
Imitation As Flattery: Influences of the Chinese 
Potter. Join William Sargent, Associate Curator 
of Asian Export Art, for an illustrated lecture 
tracing the evolution and influences from China 
on Western ceramics from the 17th century to 
present. 11 a.m., Education Room. No charge 
above Museum admission, members free. 


tue D2. 


Day Trip 
The Andovers. See the everyday life of the 18th 
and 19th century come alive in programs at the 
Amos Blanchard House and the Parson Barnard 
House (ca. 1715), an important architectural 
landmark. A highlight of this bus trip with 
Educator Doris Mahaney will be lunch at the 
celebrated Andover Inn (included in program 
price). Bus leaves the Museum at 9a.m., returns 
by 4 p.m. Members $30, non-members $35. 
Prior registration required by March 22. Send 
payment c/o Education Department. 


fri 25 sat 96 


Concert 
Sinfonie-by-the-Sea. The fourth concert of the 
1987-88 season includes Rossini’s Overture to 
“The Italian Girl in Algiers,” Britten’s Simple 
Symphony, Op. 4 and Mendelssohn's Sym- 
phony No. 1 in C Minor, Op. 11. The concert is 
followed by a champagne reception. 8 p.m., 
East India Marine Hall. Tickets $12. For tickets 
and information please call 631-4613. 


PEABODY MUSEUM of SALEM 


To register for Museum programs please call 745-1876 Mon-Fri, at least’one week prior to the program 


APRIL CALENDAR 


tue 
5 


Gallery Talk 
Steamship Sheet Music. In the nineteenth 
century sheet music was used to spread informa- 
tion, mark important events and mourn 
tragedies. Join Mary Malloy, Curator of Exhibit 
Interpretation, for an introduction to some of 
the Museum’s extensive collection of sheet 
music on steamship themes. 11 a.m., Education 
Room. No charge above Museum admission, 
members free. 


thu Wi 


Meeting 
TSCA (Traditional Small Craft Association), 7:30 
p.m., Education Room. No charge. Use Liberty 
Street entrance. 


thu A 


Special Event 
Tania Aebi’s Record Voyage. Tania Aebi, the 
youngest person and the first American woman 
to sail around the world alone, describes her 29 
month voyage in an illustrated lecture. 8 p.m., 
East India Marine Hall. Members $15, non-mem- 
bers $20. Advance reservations only. Call 745-1876 
for information and reservations. Send payment 
c/o Admissions Department. 


mee 14, 27 


Course 
Forever Yours: Perennial Gardening. Join 
Museum Educator Ellie Bailey for an introduc- 
tory course covering garden planning and 
design, plant selection and the planting and 
care of the garden. Short lectures, discussion, 


workshop activities and assignment are in- 
cluded. 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., Education Room. 
Members $25, non-members $30. Prior registra- 
tion required by April 1. Send payment c/o 
Education Department. 


fri 

6) 

Special Event 

Buddha’s Birthday. Jack Thayer, Research Fellow 
in Japanese Arts and Crafts and a practicing 
Buddhist, presides over the ritual of Buddha’s 
birthday, called kambatsue or hana matsuri. 
Participants pour an herbal infusion, amacha, 
over the statue of the infant Buddha, and may 
share a drink of the beverage. 12 noon to3p.m., 
Weld Hall. No charge above Museum admis- 
sion, members free. 


Sat 9 


Family Program 

Rocks and Minerals. Join Museum Educator 
Clara Waterman to see how rocks are alike and 
different. Learn about some of the hidden 
secrets of the earth’s long and mysterious 
history. Watch a volcano erupt! 10:30 a.m., 
Education Room. $1.50 per person. Limited to 20 
children. Prior registration required by April 15. 
Send payment c/o Education Department. 


SUN 10 


Family Concert 
Songs of Sail and Steam. Tom Goux and Jacek 
Sulanowski of Woods Hole mark the anniversary 
of the sinking of the Titanicwith songs about the 
disaster, the discovery of the wreck and other 
songs from the age of sail and steam. 3 p.m., 
East India Marine Hall. No charge above 
Museum admission, members free. 


mon 71 


Lecture 
Salem Sound Sea Ducks. Rob Moir, Curator of 
Natural History, presents the results of the 
winter sea duck monitoring program. Slides 
feature birds observed in Salem Harbor and off 
Marblehead. Learn more about species abun- 
dance, diversity and behaviors. Other program 
participants will contribute their observations. 
Co-sponsored by the Essex County Ornithologi- 
cal Club. 7:30 p.m., Education Room. No 
charge. 


thu JA 


Speaker of the Month 
Traditions in Japanese Appearance and Apparel. 
Why did the Japanese blacken their teeth and 
paint eyebrows on their foreheads? What were 
the origins of the kimono and the obi? Join 
Elaine Vukov, Ethnology Curatorial Assistant, for 
a discussion of the clothing and cosmetics of 
traditional Japan. 11 a.m., Education Room. No 
charge above Museum admission, members 
free. 


tue - fri 19 ts yp 


School Vacation Program 

Arts and Crafts from Around the World. Join 
Museum Educators Ellen Soares and Penelope 
Pennoyer and discover the Museum’s collec- 
tions through a series of arts and crafts pro- 
grams. 

April 19 — Fish Printing 

April 20 — Tenugui (Decorative Japanese 

Hand Towels) 

April 21 — Shells As Decoration 

April 22 — Beadwork 
10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., Education Room. For 
children 4 to 8 years old and a parent or adult 


friend. Individual programs: members $4, 
non-members $5. Series: members $12, non- 
members $15. Prior registration required by 
April 14. Send payment c/o Education Depart- 
ment. 


sat ye 


Walk 
Appleton Farms Grass Rides. Meet in Hamilton 
and explore a portion of Appleton Farms, one of 
the oldest farms in the United States. Museum 
Educator Ellie Bailey leads the walk through the 
“rides” (bridle paths) and a variety of habitats. 10 
a.m. to 12 noon. Rain date April 24. Members $4, 
non-members $6. Prior registration required by 
April 15. Directions to meeting place sent upon 
registration. Send payment c/o Education 
Department. 


tue 96 


Day Trip 
Boston’s North End and Beacon Hill. Travel by 
bus to sample the flavor of two old Boston 
neighborhoods. First, tour the Paul Revere 
House (ca. 1680), oldest frame dwelling in the 
city. Walk the Freedom Trail to the Old North 
Church and the adjoining Clough House (ca. 
1715) and Copp’s Hill Burial Ground. Following a 
catered box lunch, see a slide presentation on 
Beacon Hill and tour the Harrison Gray Otis 
House (ca. 1795), the first of three remarkable 
townhouses designed for Otis by Charles 
Bulfinch. Bus leaves the Museum at 9 a.m., 
returns by 4 p.m. Members $25, non-members 
$30. Prior registration required by April 19. Send 
payment c/o Education Department. 


PEABODY MUSEUM of SALEM 


To register for Museum programs please call 745-1876 Mon-Fri, at least ‘one week prior to the program 





Subscribe to 


THE AMERICAN NEPTUNE 


A QUARTERLY JOURNAL OF MARITIME HISTORY 


The American Neptune is America’s oldest quarterly journal of maritime history, 
and it has been published for almost half a century by the oldest maritime museum 
in the United States—the Peabody Museum of Salem. The Museum was founded in 
1799 by the East India Marine Society. 


Howard I. Chapelle, Samuel Eliot Morison, Robert G. Albion and many other 
prominent historians contributed articles to The American Neptune in its earlier 
years. Today’s editor takes the helm of the journal while contributors—including 
many renowned historians—continue the quarterly’s proud tradition of providing 
scholarly, well-written articles and book reviews. 


The American Neptune... 
A valuable source for scholars, and an important journal for anyone genuinely 
interested in maritime history— 
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Name 
Address 
City State Zip 
My payment is enclosed O $32.00 per year ($35.00 foreign) 
Charge my American Express Card Number 
Visa Exp. Date 
Mastercard Signature 


















Yes, I would like to support The American Neptune with a tax-deductible gift of: (J $1,000 [J $500 LJ $250 LJ $100 
Return to: The American Neptune, Peabody Museum of Salem, East India Square, Salem, Massachusetts 01970 


he Asian Export Art Department has 

acquired a Chinese export porcelain 
basin, length 18 Me inches, dated ca. 1740. 

The pattern for the decoration is 
undoubtedly based on the work of Cornelis 
Pronk (1691-1759). In 1734 the Dutch East 
India Company commissioned Pronk, a 
designer, to create patterns to be executed 
in China on export porcelains. A wall- 
mounted water container generally accom- 
panied such basins. Although the basin 
form is known in several other decorative 
motifs, only one other example of a basin 
with this pattern is known. 





Characteristics of Pronk’s work include 
the pink ground patterned with black 
diaperwork and the colorful floral swag 
suspended from strapwork. The interior 
Chinoiserie figures, of a man smoking a 


pipe and a tea drinker, are also typical of 
Pronk. 





The Marine painting collection has 
been strengthened by the gift of an oil from 
the estate of Stephen Wheatland. The 
painting, by the American artist James E. 
Buttersworth (1817-1894), depicts an Amer- 
ican warship of the Brandywine class off 
Gibraltar. It is a superb example of But- 
tersworth’s work. 


A number of American warships were 
modelled after the Brandywine, a 44 gun 
frigate laid down in 1821 and launched in 
1825. This painting will be incorporated into 
the future Museum exhibit on the American 
Sailing Navy. 





MASSACHUSETTS 

Andover 

Mr. and Mrs. George Davis 

Dr. and Mrs. Carter Tallman 

Beverly 

Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Bolduc 

Mr. and Mrs. John S. Bowden 

Mrs. Marie Harrigan 

Mr. and Mrs. Shelby Hendren 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Humphrey, Jr. 

Mr. Stephen Klesert 

Mr. and Mrs. David Leonhard 
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Museum's general and group admission 
fees will increase as follows: 

Adults, from $3.00 to $4.00 
Students and senior citizens from $2.00 
to $3.00 
Childrens’ admission will remain 
at $1.50. 


Beginning Thursday, May 19, the 
Museum will remain open Thursday even- 
ings until 9 p.m. As a member, you will be 
able to benefit directly by a change in hours 
which we hope will meet the wish of many 
for extended attendance opportunities. 
Also, the increase in admission fees carries 
with it another member’s benefit: your 
membership will be worth more to you 
when the new fees go into effect. 
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ON THE HORIZON 


May 11, 18, 25, June1 Walk 


Living Landscapes. co-sponsored by the Massachusetts Audubon Society. 9:30 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Individual Walks: members $4, non-members $6. Series: 
members $14, non-members $22. Prior registration required. 


May 13 Speaker of the Month 


Americas in the China Trade. Mary Malloy, speaker. 11 a.m., Education Room. 
No charge above Museum admission, members free. 


May 13 Members’ Event 


Opening of the Asian Export Art Wing. Following a ribbon cutting ceremony 
and brief program, members and their guests may tour the new wing. 12 noon 
to 9 p.m. 


May 14 Special Events 


Public Opening of the Asian Export Art Wing. includes a parade of sail, Salem 
Harbor; procession from Derby Wharf to the Museum, Asian performers, arti- 
sans and food vendors in East India Square. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 


May 17 Gallery Talk 


The Decorative Arts and Silver Galleries, Asian Export Art Wing. Crosby Forbes, 
speaker. 11 a.m. No charge above Museum admission, members free. 


May 20, 21 Concert 
Sinfonie-by-the-Sea. 


May 21 Walk 


Whales Jaw, Dogtown Common. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Members $5, non-members 
$6.50. Prior registration required. 


May 21 Family Program 


Voyaging to China. 10:30 a.m., Education Room. $1.50 per person. Prior regis- 
tration required. 


May 24 Day Trip 
Motorcoach to Portsmouth, N.H. Box lunch and SPNEA guided house tours. 
Ja.m. to 4 p.m. Members $30, non-members $35. Prior registration required. 


